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From the Editor:
Hello Kansas,
 I’m so excited to say 
that we have been excelling 
in action so much in the last 
month! We have doing such 
as far as Texas as well as in 
our own backyard. 
 First, we put our 
names on the map by plac-
ing second in Super Sweeps. 
Super Sweeps asked chapters 
around the nation to com-
plete a series of events such 
as completing a Senior/Fresh-
man mentor activity and hav-
ing someone record a one 
minute elevator speech. Kan-
sas placing second is a huge 
accomplishment because this 
competition was nation-wide 
which means that we went up 
against states such as Texas 
and California. The State 
Board is so proud and excited 
to say that Kansas showed 
how dedicated to FBLA Kan-
sas is. 
 We also had the op-

portunity to travel down to 
the great state of Texas and 
show how strong of a state 
chapter we are at the National 
Fall Leadership Conference. 
With over 400 members in 
attendance, Kansas had the 
most members participate in 
Dallas. Members ran from 
one workshop to another 
as they soaked up as much 
knowledge in the short two 
days as possible. One of the 
most memorable speakers 
was closing keynote speaker, 
Byron Garrett. Mr. Garrett 
taught members about the 
ABC’s of life. These life les-
sons teach about things such 
as accepting challenges, be-
lieving in yourself, learning 
how to learn and utilizing 
your network. The confer-
ence closed with a dance. All 
members were invited to do 
the well-known Cupid Shuf-
fle and say one last goodbye 
to all the new friends that 

were met. 
 As the holidays roll 
around, chapters begin fund 
raising for March of Dimes 
to help premature babies live 
longer lives. My chapter is 
currently putting together a 
game to match baby picture 
to seniors. We hope to raise 
more than $300! 
 The district VP’s are 
excited to have the district 
conferences roll around. 
Over your holiday break, re-
member to save some time to 
prepare all of your competi-
tive events. Practice makes 
perfect! I just want to wish 
everyone the best as they pre-
pare. 
 As you travel to visit 
relatives, please be safe. Have 
fun this break and be careful!

Sincerely,

Cassie Lampen
Kansas State Editor
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My best FBLA events are the presenting events. My worst FBLA events are the testing events. 
I think it is this way because I don’t like to sit down and study terms. I would rather be up and 
talking. Although, speaking events aren’t for everyone and you should figure out which would 
best suit you. 

My best FBLA event would have to be business presentation, it’s an event that I thoroughly 
enjoy doing and have place 5th at NLC with.  My worst event would have to be client services, 
so far.  I love talking to people spontaneously, but for some reason I haven’t placed at the state 
level since my freshman year!

My best competitive event was my Community Service Project with two of my chapter mem-
bers. We competed at State and placed first overall which allowed us to attend Anaheim this 
past summer. My worst event was Help Desk. I had signed up for it because it sounded like 
something I could be good at and instead I completely bombed. The judge even gave me this 
look like, “What are you doing?”

My best FBLA competitive event would include anything involving public speaking or inter-
viewing. For the past two years, I have competed at Nationals in several presentation oriented 
events and have qualified for Nationals in several interview based events. My least favorite 
FBLA event would include any written test.

My best FBLA events would definitely have to be interviewing and public speaking events. 
I love talking and perfecting that skill. My worst FBLA event is most definitely the written 
tests. It takes me way to long and I have trouble concentrating. Instead I end up watching all 
the other people walk through the gym and wondering what other events they participate in. 

My best events are Business Communications and Business Calculations because I am awe-
some at English and Math. My worst event would be Public Speaking because I dislike speak-
ing in front of crowds.

My best events would be tests related to math are legal knowledge. My worst event would 
be anything related to web site design, because I’m not familiar with how technology works.
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Rachel Rhodes, District I Vice President

Kaylin Haines, District III Vice President

Aaron Hendrickson, District IV Vice President
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Molly James, District VI Vice President

Carlie Snethen, District VII Vice President

Maci Hagelgantz, District VIII Vice President

My worst FBLA event is probably when I helped present Business Plan at state last year, our 
projector didn’t work which we weren’t prepared for, it made things much more stressful. My 
best though is when we presented the same Business Plan at Districts, everything went really 
well and that is always a good thing.

I really enjoyed taking tests that had more math over public speaking.

My best event for FBLA would probably be Emerging Business Issues because I love current 
events.  My worst event would be Business plan because of the amount of detail and work that 
goes into the plan.

My favorite even has to be job interview because it’s a life event and a skill needed for any 
start in the business field. My least favorite event is Business Financial Plan because it takes 
too long.

The worst FBLA event for me would be Public Speaking I, because waiting outside the doors 
or rushing to get the room on time after taking perhaps a bit too long on the objective test you 
were taking five minutes ago can really get you messed up. But its also the best event for me, 
teaching me how to communicate effectively and convey my ideas to someone who might not 
have the same idea as me.

My favorite event to compete in is Job Interview because of the interaction with others and the 
real life tips they give you for interviews in the future. My least favorite events to compete in 
are the Objective Tests. I am not the strongest test taker and they are not that interesting to me. 

I think my best thing would be Job Interview and my worst would be help desk, because some-
times the customer IS wrong!
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Dear Kansas FBLA:
 
 It was great seeing many of your lovely faces at the Na-
tional Fall Leadership Conference (NFLC) in Texas. It was a 
great experience for all who attended. 
 At NFLC Kansas accepted two awards. First, Kansas 
FBLA was awarded for placing 2nd in the Super Sweeps com-
petition. Congratulations to all the participating chapters. Last, 
Kansas FBLA was awarded for the most attendees at the 2013 
National Fall Leadership Conference. Kansas FBLA had over 
400 attendees. 
 This year Kansas FBLA is implementing Local Chapter 

Visits. If your school is visited please feel free to ask the state officer any questions or 
concerns you may have. The purpose of these visits is to benefit YOU.
 Are you interested in running for a state office? State officer applications are due 
on Saturday, December 14, 2013. State officer interviews will be held at Eudora High 
School on Saturday, January 4,2013. If you have any further questions concerning the ap-
plication process please visit www.kansasfbla.com.
 If you are planning to submit a pin design please visit the Kansas FBLA website 
for rules. These pins will be voted on at your respective district conference. 

District conferences are approaching quickly. Have you started to study? 

Friday, January 24  District I Conference  Cherryvale, Registration: 8 
Saturday, January 11  District II Conference  Valley Falls, Registration:  8
Monday, January 20  District III Conference  Hayden, Registration:  8
Monday, February 3  District IV Conference  Hanover, Registration:  8
Saturday, February 1  District V Conference  Great Bend, Registration: 8 
Wednesday, February 12  District VI Conference  Eudora, Registration:  2 p.m.
Wednesday, February 5  District VII Conference  Ottawa University, Registration: 8 
Saturday, February 15  District VIII Conference  Western Plains, Registration:  10
 

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Niederee
Kansas FBLA State President 
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Happy Holidays Kansas FBLA!

 With Christmas right around the corner, we can look back 
on all the amazing things we’ve had the opportunity to appreciate 
in our organization! I had the honor of meeting the majority of you 
in Grapevine, Texas. It was unforgettable how great of a time it 
was! I saw  the mighty state of Kansas FBLA with their letters high 
in the air at opening session, and knew you were there to represent! 
Meeting so many of you made me realize how special it is to have 
the opportunity to get to do what I do.
 Out of the three National Fall Leadership Conferences, 
Grapevine, Texas, was the one that set the bar for all others! We 

had the largest attendance of all the NFLC’s, raised the most funds to go to the March of 
Dimes, made history with the new State Officer Track Workshop, and the national team 
even unveiled a new FBLA national program, called FBLAopoly! It was a massive suc-
cess, and I am proud to have witnessed it!
 With Christmas break within mere weeks of being here, we have to keep in mind 
what prize awaits! In some cases, you might find yourself having a little time to spend 
over the break. In which case, pour a cup of hot chocolate and get a Business Achievement 
Award completed! With FBLA’s improved and new program, BAAttle of the Regions, we 
have to take every step necessary to see that the Mountain Plains Region is the ultimate 
victor of the nation! I hope to see much participation from the grand state of Kansas!
 I look forward to having the chance to network with everyone at this year’s Na-
tional Leadership Conference in Nashville, Tennessee! It will truly never be forgotten. 
But until then, I wish you all the best of happy holidays! Merry Christmas, and Happy 
New Year!

Yours in leadership,

Holland Gray, Mountain Plains Region Vice President Future Business Leaders of 
America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc
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Canton-Galva

By Lindsey Unruh

 To help increase funds for NFLC, Canton-Galva FBLA held a pancake feed with a 
silent auction on October 12th. Items for the silent auction were graciously donated by stu-
dents and community members. The event was a success, and helped our chapter bring 23 
members and 2 sponsors to the NFLC in Dallas, Texas on November 7th. Attendees stayed 
at the Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention Center, which was also the site of the confer-
ence. The extravagant hotel and remarkable atrium proved to our members that everything 
truly is bigger in Texas. On November 8th, our chapter toured AT&T Stadium as well as 
visited Dealey Plaza with other Kansas FBLA members. Afterwards, members attended the 
state meeting then piled into the opening session to listen to inspiring keynote speaker, Grant 
Baldwin. The next day was packed full with workshops, the closing session, and finally, the 
dance. Our members then traveled through the night and arrived safely at home in the morn-
ing. NFLC helped get our members excited for the other conferences yet to come!

Wabaunsee
Wabaunsee High School FBLA’s annual Trick or Treat So Kids Can Eat event took place 
Saturday, November 9.  This year, the FCCLA club joined in the efforts to stock the local 
food bank.  Members of the clubs went around the towns of Alma, McFarland, Paxico and 
Maple Hill collecting food items for Community Health Ministries.  As always, the event 
was a success with nearly 500 pounds of food being contributed.
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Cherryvale

Hannah McClelland

 Cherryvale High 
School FBLA in Cherryvale, 
Kansas has a tradition of tak-
ing all of our local officers to 
the National Fall Leadership 
Conference as a way for them 
to gain leadership skills and 
make them feel more confi-
dent in their FBLA offices. 
This year, as always, all Cher-
ryvale FBLA Officers were 
registered for the event which 
was to be held in Grapevine, 
Texas on Friday, November 
8thweek before NFLC, one of 
our officers, Jaimee Holcomb 
(Chapter Historian), came to 
me and told me that her father 
had made the decision that 
she could not attend. Jaimee, 
having had a hard family life, 
was devastated and did every-
thing she could to get her fa-
ther to change his mind. But, 
she was unsuccessful and all 
of the local officers and I were 

several pictures were taken 
and sent to Jaimee through 
text message to lift her spirits 
while we were gone. I, and 
just about everyone else that 
got to hear the “Jaimee” story 
at the conference, was very 
touched by how my students 
reacted to the situation and did 
everything they could to let 
Jaimee know that they truly 
wished she would have been 
with us! When we returned 
to Cherryvale, we stopped by 
Jaimee’s house to give her a 
few “gifts” we brought back 
for her from Texas, includ-
ing a 2013 NFLC Confer-
ence shirt, because, after all 
she really WAS there (in our 
hearts)!

very sad that Jaimee, who has 
shown great dedication to 
FBLA and our local chapter, 
would not be able to go with 
us on this trip.
 The day before we 
were to leave for NFLC the 
officers were sitting and talk-
ing to Jaimee about how sad 
they were she wouldn’t be 
going, and then one of them 
came up with the idea of tak-
ing a picture of Jaimee with 
us so that she could be “with 
us” anyway. After further 
discussion of the idea, the 
officers decided to make a 
cardboard cutout of her and 
bring it with us so she could 
not only be with us, but also 
be in pictures with us! So, Fri-
day morning, bright and early, 
we all showed up to head for 
Grapevine, Jaimee (cardboard 
cutout) included! Our officers 
took her EVERYWHERE and 

Jaimee with some of the 2013-14 Kansas FBLA State Of-
ficers at NFLC 2013 in Grapevine, Texas.

Cherryvale FBLA Officers (R to L): Eden Tuggle (Treasurer), 
Jaimee Holcomb (Historian), Timi Lawrence (Reporter), Abby 
Forrester (Secretary), Jo Allen (Vice President), Hannah Mc-
Clelland (Chapter Adviser), and Rachael Rhodes (President) 
at NFLC in Grapevine.
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Jefferson County North
By Carissa McAfee

 Jefferson County North high school FBLA is still going strong through the middle of 
the year, excitedly anticipating Districts, while still giving their utmost attention to all the ups 
and downs and trips and committees of FBLA life!
 The JCN tailgate took place in October this year; an opportunity for members to raise 
money selling raffle tickets to pay their way to the State Competition this upcoming year. 
Members were required to sell at least fifty tickets-they were one dollar each- and could sell 
more if they wished. Then all members paid a small fee so that the officers in charge could 
buy enough food to support the hungry crowds of a JCN home football game! Other fund 
raisers include selling gift cards and working concession stands.
 Taking place in November was Free Enterprise day, an entire day specifically dedi-
cated to wholeheartedly thanking all the teachers and businesses that support our chapter in 
their various ways. It took an entire day to sort out cookies brought in by every single FBLA 
chapter member into 67 baskets for various businesses. There were seven people on the com-
mittee, lead by our Sophomore Vice President, Jeremy Larson. The members of the commit-
tee were from all grades and varying positions within the chapter board. The cookies were 
delivered on Friday the 15th, after being arranged all day by select officers.
 Also taking place as of late was the National Fall Leadership Conference in Dallas, 
Texas, attended by seven students from our chapter. There were over 3,000 people attending, 
all in a hotel that has been said could hold not only the town from which our school hails from, 
but also our sister town of Nortonville, KS, on one floor!
 Students attended for all kinds of varying reasons, including wishing to experience the 
conference, wishing to run for a state office and wanting to learn some of the ups and downs 
and behind-the-scenes work of FBLA. All seven students came back raving about how much 
fun they had, how much they had learned, how they couldn’t wait to go back next year, and 
recruiting those who hadn’t gone this year!
 Just starting the first week of January will be March of Dimes Week, a week where 
FBLA raises money for the March of Dimes organization. This year seniors brought in their 
baby pictures and an all school vote will decide who was the cutest! Each student must pay 
for their vote to count. The competition was put together by Jobi Patterson, assisted by her 
amazing committee consisting of Amanda Wistuba and Josie Noll, sophomores, and Autumn 
Houk, Senior. In past years, competition has always heated up right until the last second, we’ll 
see how it goes this year! 
 Now, JCN FBLA is excitedly anticipating our annual winter business trip, and the fast 
approaching Districts! With new chapter members from all grades, and having just received 
our assigned events for Districts, everyone has plunged into finding a new and creative way 
to make it in this competitive high school business world!
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Kingman High School

By Cindy Austin

 On Friday, November 8, local FBLA 
members from Kingman High School depart-
ed for the National Fall Leadership Confer-
ence in Dallas, Texas. There were 19 FBLA 
members and two advisors in attendance. 
Local students who attended were Emma Al-
bright, Libby Beat, Jaden Berschauer, Kath-
lynn Carter, Dallas Daugherty, Troy Daugh-
erty, Garrett Goetz, Riley Harvey, Nikki 
Hastings, Desirah Hughes, Shyann Jackson, 
Casey Jones, Rileigh Kaufman, Annathea 
Mattal, Dean Mayo, Janessa Rinki, Saman-
tha Rohlman, Seth Rucker, and Sada Smith. 
Local chapter adviser and KHS teacher, Mrs. 
Cindy Austin, and KHS teacher, Mr. Ron 
Sawyer, sponsored the trip.
 After stopping at Eskimo Joes for 
lunch on the way, the bus arrived in Dallas at 
5:00 in the afternoon on Friday. After the stu-
dents checked into their rooms, they met for 
a group picture in the lobby of the Gaylord 
Texan Hotel. They then went on to a meet-
ing for the Kansas delegates. Finally, it was 
time for the Opening General Session. After 
listening to a motivational speaker, members 
were allowed to relax and socialize with oth-

morning and then traveled to a nearby mall 
for lunch and a little shopping. The members 
then attended afternoon workshops and the 
Closing General Session. After the closing, 
the members boarded the bus and went to 
Texas Roadhouse for dinner. Members then 
returned to the hotel and attended a dance 
sponsored by FBLA. Money collected at the 
dance was donated to the March of Dimes 
Foundation, which helps raise money used 
in caring for prematurely-born babies. Ear-
ly Sunday morning the group began the re-
turn trip to Kingman. On the way back, they 
stopped at the Oklahoma City Memorial and 
lunch at Braums. They arrived back at KHS 
around 6:30 p.m. 
 Although members were tired af-
ter the trip, they all enjoyed the experience. 
Most members felt they could use informa-
tion they gained to benefit the local chapter. 
Junior FBLA member Samantha Rohlman 
said, “The workshop on fund raising for the 
March of Dimes gave me some new ideas for 
our club and the trip in general was AWE-
SOME!!”

er FBLA groups 
until room cur-
few. The next 
day students 
attended work-
shops which help 
build leadership 
skills in the stu-
dents. Members 
attended three 
workshops in the 
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 Our FBLA chapter is putting together a career fair, which will involve the community 
and our high school students on February 13, 2014.  Or goal is to align the presenters with 
the career cluster pathways offered within our school’s curriculum. This will help our local 
youth in trying to inform them about what options the world offers them or help in deciding a 
career path, which interests them. All members will be involved but the officer team of Presi-
dent-Kortney Kirkland, Vice President- Seth Wolken, Historian- Samantha McCullough, and 
Treasurer- Matt Kirkland have been primarily occupied in the planning process.
 Our October activity was joining other school clubs to participate in the local food 
drive, Trick or Canning. We dressed up in costumes and canvassed the town for canned food, 
which was given to our local group, ECKAN.
 We attended the National Fall Leadership Conference with our four officers and five 
other members. By attending the NFLC , we obtained many new leadership and communica-
tion qualities.  All members agreed that it was a great experience filled with lots of learning 
and fun……as well as a fabulous facility. 
 This year our FBLA chapter has 18 members, two members short of our goal. This 
early in the year and all of our members are focused and active. Our chapter looks towards 
taking all members to district competition at Cherryvale High School in January.
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Hartford

By Tyler Darbyshire
 Hartford high school in Hartford, KS is definitely a 
FBLA School, with approximately 50% of their high school 
participating in their local chapter. This year already the 
small school chapter has been getting involved in the com-
munity, fund raising, and furthering their leadership skills. 
Even though it is still very early in the year this is a very busy 
FBLA chapter. 
 Hartford is a farming community. The farmers take 
one day off a year and celebrate the harvest, by attending 
Hartford Harvest Days. Every year for Harvest Days there is a themed parade. The theme of the parade this 
year was Superhero Harvest.  Hartford High School FBLA made the decision to enter a float into the parade this 
year; the theme of their personal float was Real Life Superheroes. Their Real Life Superheroes included Military 
personnel, Bankers, Farmer, Teachers, and of course FBLA members. They all met and worked on the float at a 
local farm owned by the Darbyshire family. The Harvest Day’s parade was on September 28, and the FBLA took 
first in non-commercial with float. 
 Fund raising is important for any FBLA Chapter. The Hartford High School FBLA chapter has come up 
with a different idea for raising money. The Chapter has held two biscuits and gravy feeds where the members 
donate items and generous people in the community donate items like cinnamon rolls. The biscuits and gravy 
plates are offered for a suggested donation of  $5 includes biscuits and gravy, a cinnamon roll, and a beverage.  
The chapter has approximately $550 each time. Another idea for fund raising the chapter is going to hold is a 
spaghetti dinner, but they haven’t worked out all of the de-
tails yet. 
 Furthering your leadership skill is very impor-
tant for our members. On November 7, 9 of the chapter’s 
members and their advisor packed their bags and hopped on 
a charter bus to Grapevine Texas to attend the 2013 NFLC, 
theses members were Nicholas Stanley, Brett Darbyshire, 
Tyler Darbyshire, John Crawford, Lane Ikerd, Susie Wilson, 
Jeniffer Lambert, Lindsey Stuck, Brisha Jenkins, and their 
advisor Jane Kelley. While attending NFLC the attendees 
went to many workshops to work on their individual leader-
ship skills. One of these workshops was the “What would 
you do?” talking about making tough decisions not only in 
business, but also in life. Also while in Grapevine the members were inspired by 2 guest speakers. First in Open-
ing session by Grant Baldwin, where the guys in the audience learned a new pick-up line, “Girl, your eyes are 
like space crystals that melt my soul”, and then second in closing session by Byron V. Garrett, who taught the 
members the ABC’s of Life. The attendees decided to take a break from business and tour the AT&T Stadium, 
where the Dallas Cowboys play. Not only was it massive, but also very extravagant with other 3,000 TVs so can 

watch the game anywhere in the stadium.
 The year is still pretty young, but the members of 
the Hartford High School FBLA are already hard at work 
to raise money, help the community, and better themselves.  
They have been working together to not only make them-
selves proud, but also their high school and their community. 
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 This is the first year for FBLA at Hoisington High School.  We currently have 26 
registered members who are looking forward to a great first year for FBLA.  Members 
decided to make a local charity, Kans for Kids, one of the charities that we will raise funds 
for and volunteer our time for. In October, our chapter brought in the director of Kans for 
Kids to give an informative presentation about the organization to the entire student body.  
The Kans for Kids Fighting Cancer Foundation is an organization that provides monetary 
and emotional support to families in Barton County that has a child battling cancer.  Over 
the years, Kans for Kids has provided support for eight Hoisington families in addition 
to other families within Barton 
County. We are currently raising 
funds for Kans for Kids by sell-
ing Dairy Queen Dilly Bars to our 
students.  All proceeds from the 
sales are being donated to Kans 
for Kids.  We will continue to 
support this amazing organization 
throughout the year.   In addition, we recently toured 
GTM Sportswear in Manhattan and the KSU campus.  
The members were very impressed with the business 
operations at GTM as well as the beautiful KSU cam-
pus!

West Franklin
By Pam Kane

 Sixteen West Franklin FBLA members attended this year’s National Fall Leadership 
Conference in Grapevine, Texas, on November 7th-10th. On the trip down to Grapevine, 
members were able to tour the Oklahoma City National Museum. Many of our members had 
previously toured the museum the past year and had told us ahead of time it was absolutely 
breathtaking to experience.  While in Texas, we had the opportunity to tour AT&T Stadium 
and Dealey Plaza. It was a lucky day for us because not only did we get to go out on the field 
at the stadium, but we witnessed events taking place in preparation for the 50th anniversary 
of the JFK assassination. During the conference, members were inspired by keynote speak-
ers and attended helpful workshops for framing their future in FBLA and what their next 
action of excellence will be.
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By Catherine Barrington

 This year GBHS FBLA kicked off the fall 
season helping with the annual Zoo Boo trick-or-
treating for children at the zoo that is sponsored by 
the city of Great Bend. All FBLA members who 
participated handed out candy had a blast. Although 
some of the children were brought to tears by other 
scary monsters and goblins, by the time they made it 
to our station, Great Bend FBLA had the opportunity 
to be the “nice guys” and show them a fun experi-
ence. Over 1,000 candy deprived monsters showed 
up and ate through what seemed to be tons of candy.
 Later, on November 8th, while others were 
attending the fall leadership conference,  Great Bend 
High school FBLA ran the 8th annual Panther Paw 
Craft Fair. It took a lot of time, hard work, and dedi-
cation. Not only did the officers participate in setting 
up for the craft fair the day before, but so many dedi-
cated members joined in as well. The annual craft fair 
is the largest fund raiser of the year for the organiza-
tion, bringing in over $4,500 in sales.
 The next day, FBLA members came to assist 
crafters in unloading their items and place them in 
designated areas. There was also a professional face 
painter. Some Great Bend FBLA members banded 
together to make some incredible balloon animals to 
hand out to the younger children! Outside the event, 
Waters True Value donated a bounce house to for one 
of our March of Dimes fund raisers, “Bounce for Ba-
bies.” There, children of all ages could get banished 
by their parents to burn off energy while helping a 
good cause. 
 As well as bounce for babies, GBHS FBLA 
started another fund raiser for March of Dimes. 
Members have been selling baby feet for one dollar 
each to people in the school and community. All of 
the money will go to March of Dimes. Every fund 
raiser has to have a little fun so we started a class 
competition, hoping to get some spirited classmates 
into the donations. So far we have had great success! 
It feels great to be helping a cause while learning life 
lessons and experiencing the thrills and joys of be-
ing a part of an amazing organization. We hope to be 
keeping up the good work and wish our best of luck 
to all other FBLA chapters in Kansas!
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 Hayden Catholic’s FBLA chapter was one of many Kansas chapters to be recognized 
at NFLC as completing the “Super Sweeps” campaign.  Hayden Catholic’s chapter currently 
has 34 members.  The chapter received a certificate from National FBLA and conference at-
tendees received a special “Super Sweeps” ribbon to wear.
 Elyse Adame (secretary), Mengjia Xu (historian), and Mrs. Brenda McNary (adviser) 
attended the National Fall Leadership Conference in Dallas, Texas, from November 7 to 9.  
Members attended the Opening Session on Friday and the Closing Session on Saturday as 
well as attending many workshops.  Workshop topics included leadership skills, dressing for 
success, competitive events, and career exploration to name a few.
 After attending NFLC, the FBLA chapter was busy getting ready for our school’s 
Open House on Wednesday, November 13.  Officers and members staffed the FBLA booth 
at Open House for prospective Hayden students.  Scrapbooks, photo boards, and a slideshow 
were available for students to see what FBLA is all about. 
 Hayden Catholic sponsored three guest speakers for American Enterprise Day.  Ken 
Schmanke (real estate), Olga Smith (restaurant business), and Mike McNary (fireworks busi-
ness) spoke about their business experiences and having a passion for your career.  All three 
speakers were very informative and gave very good advice to students.
 FBLA will again be sponsoring a “hat & mitten” tree during the holiday season.  
FBLA members will put up the Christmas tree in the school’s office.  All students and staff 
are encouraged to bring new hats & mittens to decorate the tree.  Before Christmas, the of-
ficers will take the “decorations” to the Topeka Rescue Mission.
 FBLA will also hold a Christmas party for the December meeting.  Each member will 
bring a $5 gift for a gift exchange.  Each member will also bring breakfast items to share dur-
ing the meeting before school.
 Kaylin Haines, District III Vice President, is busy preparing for the District III Con-
ference which will be held at Hayden Catholic High School on Monday, January 20.  
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By Lynn Kracht

From November 7 to No-
vember 10, six Marysville 
High School students got 
an experience of a lifetime. 
Emily Meinhardt, Lauren 
Hawkinson, Megan Skeen, 
Maddie Ellenbecker, Mad-
dy Moore, and Stormy Mid-
dleton went to the Gaylord 
Texan Resort in Grapevine, 
Texas. They attended the 
2013 National Fall Leader-
ship Conference for FBLA 
and were accompanied by 
their Adviser, Lynn Kracht. 
While there the girls toured 

topher Collins, What Would 
You Do by Anke Arnaud, 
Matching Your Personality 
to Your Career by Christo-
pher Salute, and more. They 
had a closing ceremony 
with Byron V. Garrett who 
talked about following what 
you believe in. That night, 
FBLA hosted a Blue Jeans 
for Babies dance where the 
children could donate mon-
ey for March of Dimes.

the AT&T Dallas Cowboys 
Stadium followed by a tour 
of Dealey Plaza. They had 
a Kansas meeting with all 
other Kansas schools at-
tending the conference 
that night, followed by an 
opening ceremony with 
the keynote speaker, Grant 
Baldwin. He talked to all in 
attendance about life after 
high school. The next day, 
they attended workshops 
such as: The Soundtrack: 
An Examination of Urban 
Music and Culture by Chris-

Rossville
 This year the Rossville FBLA Chapter took eight students to the National Fall 
Leadership Conference. The NFLC was hosted in Grapevine, TX. On the way to Texas 
we stopped at the site of the Oklahoma City bombing to see the memorial. We also vis-
ited the AT&T stadium while in Dallas. We went down on the field and toured the locker 
rooms. We also participated in many different workshops while at the NFLC. Many of the 
workshops were over how to reach your goals and to be a good leader. The NFLC was a 
very good learning experience for all of us and made us more motivated to make out club 
and community better.
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Kansas Exchange Page 16

 Nickerson High School FBLA has had a busy fall. At our first meeting, congratula-
tions were extended to last year’s graduates Ian Scott, Walker Schrag, and Cami Roth for 
competing at 2012-13 National Contest in California this past summer. Cami Roth won 5th 
in the nation and FBLA member, Clara Ensminger, put up a bulletin board to show pictures 
of Cami’s accomplishment. 
 Because of all the recent tragedies, including the Philippines, there is a critical blood 
shortage, so Nickerson High School Future Business Leaders of America members hosted 
an additional Red Cross Blood Drive on November 4 in the old gymnasium at Nickerson 
High School. The Bloodmobile collected 35 units of blood. FBLA members worked hard to 
set up the bloodmobile, register donors, and escort blood donors. We appreciate all the first 
time donors and repeat donors that helped save the lives of others with their generous dona-
tion. Mrs. Kroeker, FBLA sponsor said, “Everyone worked really hard—I am very proud of 
how well the FBLA members worked with the Red Cross staff.”
 Victoria Smalling, Christopher Hess, and Nathan Dutton decorated a bulletin board 
using the theme “Excellence in Action” to recruit new members. FBLA members ran the 
concession stand at two JV football games to earn money to pay District Contest fees. They 
collected coats for Coats for Kids Drive for kids who might not have a warm coat to wear 
this winter. For the Wildlife Rehabilitation Project at the Hutchinson Zoo, they decorated 
a Christmas Tree on November 25 with a Snowman theme so the community will vote on 
the best tree to raise money for this worthwhile project. Members are now signing up and 
looking forward to District Contest in February which will be held in Great Bend this year.

ABOVE: Cami Roth, 5th 
place in Business Procedures 
at National FBLA Contest, 
2013 in California.

ABOVE: Victoria Smalling adds levity to the 
Blood Mobile with her balloon as a recruiting 
device to encourage donors for the March 3, 
2014 Blood Drive coming this spring.

LEFT: FBLA members pre-
pare for a day of community 
service at the Blood Drive. 
Members pictured: Joey 
Stockinger, Dalton Moser, 
Chris Hess, Nathan Dutton, 
Victoria Smalling, Hannah 
Strickler (club president), and 
Keona Jordan.
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By Brett Hammett

 Future Business Leaders of America was 
an organization that many students at Rock Creek 
Jr. /Sr. High School were somewhat unfamiliar 
with.  Although Rock Creek had a local chapter 
of Business Professionals of America (BPA), only 
5 members were active in the local BPA organi-
zation.  All of these five members had graduated 
by the end of the 2012-2013 school year, leaving 
an inactive Business Career Technical Student Or-
ganization.  That all changed at the beginning of 
the 2013-2014 school year with the institution of 
a new FBLA chapter that effectively replaced the 
Rock Creek Chapter of BPA.
 The local FBLA organization is under the 
advising of Mr. Jeremiah Gregory who was previ-
ously the Business teacher and FBLA adviser at 
Hanover High School. A total of 61 high school 
students have signed up and paid to join the local 
FBLA chapter as of the Friday prior to Thanksgiv-
ing Break.
 Members were given the ability to declare 
their candidacy for local chapter office when sign-
ing up and paying their membership dues.  Sixteen 
local FBLA members declared their candidacy.  A 
panel of seven high school teachers ranked and se-
lected eight officers from this pool of candidates.  
Officers were chosen based upon factors such as 
grade point average, class ranking, demonstrated 
leadership, established work ethic, and overall 
personal character.
 Ultimately, senior Larissa Eshelman was 
selected as President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer, senior Kelsey Parker was selected as Execu-
tive Vice-President and Chief Operations Officer, 
senior Matthew Pearson was selected as VP of 
Finance and Chief Financial Officer, senior Dani 
Rakowitz was selected as Chapter Secretary, se-
nior Brett Hammett was selected as VP of Pub-
lic Relations and Chief Marketing Officer, senior 
Jacob Milham was selected as Chapter Webmas-
ter and Chief Information Officer, senior Chance 
Maginness was selected as Parliamentarian, and 
sophomore Winter Henry was selected to repre-
sent the chapter in the Rock Creek Student Coun-
cil.
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By Brett Hammett
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 The first order of business for the new organization was the FBLA Officer Confer-
ence and Business Trip to Kansas City.  The officer team held a 3 hour chapter planning 
session in the conference room at the hotel.  Officers worked on planning the year with a 
program of work, drafting chapter by-laws and listened to Mr. Gregory explain the National 
and State FBLA organization, FBLA competitive events, and FBLA rules, procedures, and 
protocols.  Officers held breakout sessions to master the art of tie tying and the FBLA busi-
ness dress code. The group participated in many fun activities including going to SkyZone 
(trampolines from floor to ceiling) and laser tag.  Chapter Parliamentarian Chance Magin-
ness was not able to stay the whole time with the group due to an ankle injury he sustained 
at SkyZone. The officer team spent three hours in a Kansas City hospital eagerly waiting to 
hear what Chance’s x-rays showed. Ultimately the injury turned out to be an ankle fracture 
requiring surgery. Chance went home to recover and is currently back at school and heal-
ing up nicely. The next day, the officer team went to the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas 
City where they learned about money and the banking system of the United States.  The of-
ficers watched a documentary on the Federal Reserve System and observed the processes of 
money inspection, disposal, and deposits in the Fed vaults. The officer team stopped by the 
Kansas Statehouse and the Expo Center in Topeka before heading home.
 The next order of business was hosting Rock Creek High School’s first annual FBLA 
Overnight Lock-In. The activities that were included at the Lock-In were inflatables with an 
obstacle course, boxing ring, sports complex, hamster balls, in addition to indoor laser tag 
in florescent lights, a casino game tournament with prizes, Xbox tournaments, and a seem-
ingly endless supply of snacks and food. Students came to Rock Creek High School in the 
evening and left early the next morning. The Lock-In was a huge success and many students 
expressed wanting to have another one later in the year.  An officer decision will be made 
later on whether to accept this proposal.
 Shortly after, the Lock-In students participated in an FBLA “Trick-or-Treat so Kids 
Can Eat.” This is an event where students dress up and go trick-or-treating on a date before 
Halloween. Instead of getting candy, students ask for canned goods to donate to a local food 
bank. The students were split into 4 different teams and went out across the areas of West-
moreland, Saint George, Flush, and the eastern area of Manhattan.  The event turned into a 
competition to see which team could collect the most canned goods or non-perishable items. 
The students had a great deal of fun with the event and donated all the items to a local church 
for distribution to needy families. 
 The chapter has also had several teams involved in the FBLA Virtual Business Chal-
lenge Simulation for both Management and Personal Finance as well as the FBLA Stock 
Market Game and the Marketwatch Stock Market Game.
 The Rock Creek FBLA is currently in preparation mode for business competitions 
this spring in anticipation of District and State Conferences.  FBLA members are actively 
working on projects and keeping an eye on event deadlines.  Stay tuned, the Rock Creek 
FBLA chapter has many more events scheduled for the remainder of the 2013-2014 school 
year.
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By Catherine Barrington

 This past few months the Santa Fe 
Trail Chapter of FBLA has been very busy. 
We had a proclamation signed by the gover-
nor of Kansas, held a dodge ball tournament 
to collect canned goods for a local food pan-
try, and also we had a group of students that 
attended the National Fall Leadership Con-
ference in Dallas Texas. 
   On the morning of October 25, a 
group of FBLA officers and member went to 
the Topeka Capital Building to have a proc-
lamation signed by Sam Brownback. This 
signing made November 15, American Free 
Enterprise Day in Kansas. We at Santa Fe 
Trail have celebrated this day for over the 
past 20 years, but now it has become an of-
ficial day to celebrate America’s free market 
economy and to focus on American business 
and industry. For American Free Enterprise 
Day at SFT we are holding a meeting and 
having a follow staff member that owns a 
small business on the side speak about the 
challenges, but more importantly, the re-
wards of being an entrepreneur.
 Towards the end of October, our 
chapter decided we wanted to hold a dodge 
ball tournament that would have a positive 

effect on our community. The dodge ball 
tournament was held on November 6 and it 
was a blast. We had eleven different teams 
compete for the bragging rights of be a SFT 
Dodge ball Champion. The price to attend 
this tournament was $2 or a canned good 
item. The money helped buy more canned 
goods which we will donate to the Harvest-
ers International Food Pantry in Lyndon. 
This program helps those who are strug-
gling financially by giving them food once a 
month.
 The final activity that the SFT chap-
ter was involved in this past month was Na-
tional Fall Leadership Conference (NFLC). 
We took a total of ten students. All of them 
enjoyed the conference and said that the dif-
ferent speakers were very inspirational. One 
of the biggest moments on the tip was when 
our group got to tour the Dallas Cowboys 
AT&T Stadium. Our FBLA adviser, Connie 
Lindell, said, “It was just amazing all depart-
ments, from security to maintenance, from 
marketing to personnel, worked well togeth-
er for the good of the total organization.”



Kansas Exchange Page 20

C
h
a
p
te

r 
N
e
w

s

Kansas Exchange Page 20

Lyndon
 The Lyndon High School FBLA chapter is already off to a great start.  The chapter 
added 23 freshmen, bringing the total to 102 members, this year.  
 In September they kicked off the new school year with The Amazing Race.  The 
Amazing Race is an activity where teams consisting of three to four participants each race 
around the school grounds in search of clues.  Along the way they encounter “road blocks” 
where they have to complete a task before receiving their next clue.  Prizes were awarded to 
the three teams that finished the fastest. 
 In October the chapter participated in “Trick-or-Treat for Help House.”  Members 
dressed up in costumes and collected nonperishable items.  Awards were given to the three 
best costumes.  Within one hour the chapter collected 581 items which were donated to the 
local Help House.  
 On Halloween, 30 members volunteered at Hallelujah Square which is a carnival 
held for children to have a safe place to trick-or-treat.  Members helped operate games and 
gave out candy.  
 In November members will be selling kettle corn to raise money for the upcoming 
district and state conferences and in December the chapter plans to continue to serve the 
community by collected toys to be donated to Toys for Tots.  

 Oskaloosa Junior High and High School FBLA sponsored the annual Staff vs. Stu-
dent Volleyball Game on Tuesday, November 26th. Students purchased tickets for $2, which 
got them out of the last hour of school before Thanksgiving Break and entered them into a 
drawing for door prizes.
 FBLA collected donations and purchased 80 prizes from pop and candy to T-shirts 
and jewelry. Elementary students attended with their teachers for a donation of $0.25. FBLA 
brought in $375 to donate to God’s Storehouse, a food pantry in Jefferson County. Although 
it was close.... The students ended up winning two out of three games.

Oskaloosa
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 Throughout October, 
Wellsville FBLA hosted some 
exciting events. Between a 
Bring Your Own Banana Par-
ty (social event) to the month-
ly Recycling Committee 
meeting (community service) 
all of our activities make Oc-
tober an important month for 
our chapter. Another of our 
activities is the Cross Dress 
Makeover contest. In this, six 
senior boys were selected to 
be contestants. Students put 
money in any one of the six 
seniors’ buckets during lunch 
on the week of homecoming. 
Whoever received the most 
money had to dress like a girl 
for one day. This year, seniors 

money. Wellsville and West 
Franklin sell the baby feet 
for 25 cents each during the 
four days of the week the 
Wellsville vs. West Franklin 
football game is played. Each 
school also gets to choose one 
home football and one home 
volleyball game to sell them 
at. The winning schools is an-
nounced at half-time of the 
Wellsville vs. West Frank-
lin football game. For the 
second year in a row, Wells-
ville was the winner. Com-
bined, both schools raised 
$460.80. 

John Joy, Daegan Asebedo, 
Drake Williams, Shamus Ke-
arney, Luke Meyer, and Chase 
Bouse were entered into the 
contest. Drake Williams was 
the winner with approximate-
ly $40 being collected. Drake 
was, by a committee of six 
FBLA members, dressed up 
like a girl for the day, as he 
gave everybody a great laugh. 
All proceeds raised from this 
event were donated to the 
March of Dimes charity. 
 For the past three 
years, by selling paper baby 
feet for the March of Dimes, 
Wellsville competes with lo-
cal school, West Franklin, 
to see who can raise more 
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Liberal
By Maria Dinh

 We are collaborating with the com-
munity on our new project called “The 
Professional Closet.” This project is for 
students who may not have professional 
clothing for special events or if they for-
get an item. These events are Mock Inter-
views, Career Day, Job Interview, etc. but 
not limited to. We have been collecting 
clothing from local businesses and com-
munity leaders around the Liberal area. 
We have successfully helped one student 
in getting a job by providing him with tie 
on short notice.
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FBLA 
Members 
That Went 

Far

Patricia 
Nixon-
Former 
First Lady 
and was 
an FBLA 
Adviser.

Troy 
Aikman-
Dallas Cow-
boys Quar-
terback

Sage 
Rosenfels-
Miami 
Dolphins 
Quarterback

Johnny 
Mathis-
Famous 
Singer

Deborah 
McDonald-
Miss Mis-
souri 1998 
and Third 
Miss Ameri-
ca 1999
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Congratulations to Kansas FBLA for 
fi nishing second in Super Sweeps! 

Top 10 were:
 PLACE   STATE   POINTS
 1   Oklahoma  10225
 2   Kansas   3258
 3   Nebraska  3146
 4   Iowa   3030
 5   Indiana   2727
 6   Ohio   2556
 7   Colorado  1669
 8   North Dakota 1435
 9   Oregon   1435
 10   Illinois   1278

Pin Design...
 We are starting a new idea this year. The State Executive Board has decided 
that it’s time to change up the pin design. We are wanting the input of every member of 
Kansas FBLA.
 The pin design submission period will be open until December 27. Students 
wanting to submit a design must have it to the State Editor, Cassie Lampen, at clam-
pen339@usd339.net, or State Historian, Samantha Rohlman, at rohlmansam@usd331.
org. Any pin designs, will be no bigger than 1x1 inch, up to 3 colors and must include 
the word ‘Kansas.’ After December 27, the committee will review pins and put the top 
designs on the Kansas FBLA website, ksfbla.com, along with Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram by December 30. Kansas FBLA members will be the fi nal deciders of the 
winner. At each District Conference, members will vote on their favorite pin design. 
After the fi nal conference, the votes will be tabulated and the results will be posted on 
the social media websites.
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Make sure to look for updates on the 
Kansas website. There are deadlines 

coming up that you don’t want to miss! Also 
on the website is the full Kansas calendar 
plus links to important information on the 

national website.
Go to Kansasfbla.com for more 

information.

To get important updates 
from the Kansas State Board 

at all major events, text: 

@ksfbla 
to 

(479) 439-9004.

 You will get texts sent 
directly to your phone from 
Kansas FBLA giving you 

information on events going 
on at different FBLA confer-
ences. This will be especial-
ly helpful at the National Fall 
Leadership Conference and 
the State Leadership Con-
ference. Offi cers will send 

out texts about spur-of-the-
moment games and remind-
ers about where and when 
different activities will be

happening.

Thinking of shopping on-
line? Visit Kansasfbla.
com and click the link 
that looks like the back 
to the left. It will take you 
to a website that Kansas 

FBLA is teaming up with to raise money. 
It’s simple. Just click on the bag and it 
will take you to a website. When on the 
website, choose Kansas FBLA in the 
drop down menu to the right of the page 
and click “GO”. You will then be able to 
choose a number of store from the drop 
down menu or search the store affi li-
ated with the website along with seeing 
the “Hot Deals” they are advertising that 
week. When you fi nd a store you like, 
click “GO” and click the logo of the store 
that pops up. You will be taken directly 
to that store’s website and Kansas FBLA 
will get a percentage of what is pur-
chased. Help Kansas FBLA out by fol-
lowing these easy steps to shop online!
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Kansas Exchange 2013-2014
Deadline

February 7, 2013

April 4, 2014

Article Ideas

District Conference Results
National FBLA Week

State Conference Results
National Conference Plans

Mailing Date

March 7, 2014

April 25, 2014

Please submit articles to:
Cassie Lampen

State Editor
310 5th St.

Winchester, KS 66097
clampen339@usd339.net


