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The Beginning to The End
-STATE EDITOR,  SUKESH KAMESH

Dear Kansas FBLA,

Thank you for the opportunity these past two
years to serve you as a state officer. As we
near our district competitions and state
conference, I can only look back at my
journey and be grateful for everyone I have
met and been able to work with as a result of
FBLA. You guys have inspired me to continue
to serve my community as a volunteer and
serve our country eventually as a public
servant. Once again, thank you for these
opportunities and good luck to everyone
competing. I hope to see you at the State
Conference!
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Words from President, Sophia Weber
 

Kansas FBLA, 

I am so grateful that I get to enter 2023 with all of you this year! Our organization has shown
tremendous growth this year and it is very exciting to see the FBLA experience return to normal. I
hope that you are all preparing yourselves for the next few months, because they will be FULL. 

Some of you have already completed your district conferences, and the rest of you will have them
coming up very soon. If you have already attended your district conference, please share your
pictures with our public relations officer, Jordan Piche (ksfblapublicrelations@gmail.com), so she can
highlight your chapter. If you haven’t attended your district conference, I wish you the best of luck
and I want to remind you that this is such a positive learning experience for you.

Our state conference is going to sneak up on us and arrive faster than we think. I want you all to be
prepared and aware of the different opportunities available to you. Of course our state conference
will provide competitions and networking opportunities, but you’ll also have the chance to present
checks with the money that your chapters have raised for March of Dimes. Advisers, be on the
lookout for more information regarding activities at our SLC that will be sponsored by the Active
Membership Advisory Council.

As we approach the state conference, I also wanted to remind you of some recognition programs that
your chapter and members can be participating in NOW! We still have our Chapter of the Month
Program which is an amazing way to highlight our local chapters that help our state chapter look
amazing. This year, the Service Member of the Month Program has been a great addition for
individual recognition of members. Talk to your advisers about how you can get recognized for your
efforts in community service.

Members and advisers, you continue to excite me and prove that Tomorrow’s Leaders Begin Today. I
urge you to continue contributing to the progress of our organization, serving your communities,
and educating yourself to better lead others. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
me at ksfblapresident@gmail.com. 

I encourage all of you to continue spreading positive energy in our organization.

Sincerely, 
Sophia Weber

mailto:ksfblapublicrelations@gmail.com
mailto:ksfblapresident@gmail.com
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We conducted a poll with the State Officers to
see who is most likely to do what in the future!

Most Likely to be
President:

Sophia Weber

Most Likely to be a
teacher:

Joclynn Johnson
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Most Likely to eat a
Carolina Reaper:
Sukesh, Max, and

Jonah

Most Likely to own a
startup:

Sukesh, Max, and
Jonah

Most Likely to live on
a farm:

Anniston Henning

"They'd dare each
other to eat it"



Linn FBLA MOD Fundraiser! by Camryn Beikmann
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LINN FBLA MARCH OF DIMES EVENT 2022

 On Halloween, Linn FBLA held a fundraiser for March of Dimes, which is an organization
that supports mothers with premature babies and birth complications. The chapter split
into four different groups to cover the towns of Greenleaf, Linn, and Palmer and trick or
treated for donations. Upon returning to the school, everyone shared hot chocolate and
counted the money. It was a very successful year, with the donations adding up to
$835.74. The groups also had a costume competition, with the winning group receiving
gift cards and March of Dimes t-shirts. Linn FBLA would like to thank the community for
their contributions to the March of Dimes organization!



What's Happening in Hanover? by Hannah Zarybnicky
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The Hanover FBLA chapter put on two big events at the end of November. The first of
these events was American Enterprise Day, celebrated on November 14th and 15th.
Elementary students were shown presentations and played games teaching them how to
use money responsibly. Junior high and freshmen students put together small business
plans to present to community members, students, and judges. The top 3 groups were
awarded Chamber Bucks to use at businesses in Hanover.

The other event was the Community Service Project. On November 19th, Hanover FBLA
hosted its 3rd annual Christmas event. The youth and families of the community were
invited to a Polar Express Christmas. The activities included a reading of  “The Polar
Express,” coloring pages, and train ornament crafts. The children wrote letters to Santa
and were able to take a picture with him. Hot cocoa and cookies were served to all
attending, and each child was gifted a bell. Donations were collected for the Washington
County Angel Tree program. A total of $215 was raised for this cause.



Wellsville's Busy FBLA! by Avery Morin
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The Wellsville FBLA chapter has had an amazing kick off to the 2022-2023 school year.
These past couple of months have been extremely busy and productive for us. We started
out with our trick or treating for canned goods in October. This activity for Wellsville is
highly popular for us. We had about 35 participants in making this activity so successful.
This year we collected over 1500+ cans. It was an amazing community service experience. It
connects our students with our community. Next up in November our Wellsville chapter had
an amazing time putting on our annual American Enterprise Day Project on the 17th of
November. We had 40+ of our members participate or help in making this day an exciting
and valuable experience for Wellsville’s 5th graders. All of these members helped us
perform 10 successful stations. These 10 stations consisted of: You Be the Jury, Dress For
Success, Communications is Key, Logos Slogans and Jingles: The Impact They Make, Future
Inventors, Cyberbullying, Landing That Job, Risk vs. Return, Making the Most of Your
Choices, and Marketing Your Product. We made sure every one of these stations were a
learning experience but also that the students got something fun out of it. The fifth graders
enjoyed getting to know our members and what FBLA was all about. I asked many of them
whether or not they would like to be a part of our organization in the future. About 85%
said yes to wanting to join us in middle school. Another November event we had a blast
attending was the National Fall Leadership Conference (NFLC) in Denver. Our officer team of
12 people attended. The team enjoyed getting to work on our own pathways. Our advisor
split us up into smaller groups in the pathways. There were little workshops for each of us
to pick out and go to throughout the day. Then on the last day this led to our team having a
meeting on discussing what we all learned. We compared and got the knowledge of what the
whole conference was about. Let alone it was an amazing experience for our team as a
whole, it was also amazing for us as individuals. One of our members got the chance to
meet his Mountain Plains National Region Council in person for the first time. He had a
blast getting to know them. December was a busy month, once again, for Wellsville FBLA
High School and Middle School. We held our annual Children’s Christmas Mall, which was
extremely successful. We also had 25 FBLA members serve as “Buddies&#39;&#39; to 25
underprivileged elementary students for our annual FCA/FBLA Kid’s Movie Day. The
elementary students enjoyed spending the day with a high school FBLA member as they
watched a movie, had lunch and selected a Christmas present. Everyone enjoyed the day
together. And finally, the Wellsville FBLA high school students shopped and wrapped
presents for every resident in the local retirement community, while the middle school FBLA
group made handcrafted Christmas cards for each of the residents as well.



Plenty with Pleasant Ridge by Emma Murphy
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The Pleasant Ridge FBLA Chapter has been hard at work the last couple of months. We have been active in
our community and our officers could not ask for a better group of hard working members. PRHS FBLA sent
7 of their officers to the 2022 NFLC in Denver, Colorado. Our officers learned about leadership,
cooperation, teamwork, marketing, and community service ideas. During their experience they got to try
different restaurants and an escape room. We can not wait to send more people to next year's 2023 NFLC in
Rhode Island. Our 50 members just completed their first fundraiser, Kansas Maid Frozen Pastries, and it
was a huge success. We sold 500+ pastries and made around $3,800. We did so well that the company
called to see how we promoted their products because we sold so much.

 What's next for PRHS FBLA?! Well, our chapter is getting ready to participate in a community service
project called Wreaths Across America. During this event we will go to the National Cemetery in
Leavenworth and place wreaths by the headstones of fallen soldiers. Next we will be preparing for our
Cocoa and Cram event. Cocoa and Cram is an event our chapter hosts for students who want to study for
their finals while enjoying snacks.. Lastly, on December 15, 2022 we are taking our first field trip to take a
tour to Arrowhead stadium. Districts here we come!



Girard Chapter Stays Busy!
 

KANSAS EXCHANGE PAGE 09

The Girard High School FBLA chapter began the last quarter of 2022 with two different community service projects. Their Can-4-Cookie
Exchange brought in $300 cash donations and 100 non-perishable items for the Girard Food Pantry. Before school for a week and at a
home football game, $1 or a non-perishable item could be exchanged for a delicious homemade cookie made by one of the many baking
enthusiasts in their FBLA chapter. The other service project is on-going as the Business Trojans will continue throughout the entire school
year to use spreadsheet formulas and data entry to create the paperwork the elementary PTO organization needs for calculating total
grocery receipts from the local grocery store, which pays the PTO a percentage of all receipts collected yielding a donation of thousands
of dollars each year.

On November 10 their school day began with receiving the new chapter t-shirts for the school year with the design created by the chapter
secretary, Carly Reif, on the front and the list of business sponsors on the back. They immediately captured a chapter photo for the
yearbook. Their school day ended with campus clean-up around the school grounds in anticipation of many visitors for the Veterans Day
ceremony the next day. After campus clean-up they celebrated Friendsgiving with walking tacos, desserts provided by many chapter
members, and other activities including a Shark Tank pitch contest with creating from random items.

American Enterprise Day was celebrated by the Girard High School FBLA chapter as they hosted Coffee & Conversation in the GHS
Commons inviting all of their business sponsors and the local Chamber of Commerce and civic leaders.

The Girard High School FBLA chapter members were bell ringers for the Salvation Army's red kettle stand at their local G&W Foods grocery
store for 10 hours each on four different Saturdays between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Many members who manned the red kettle wore
their FBLA apparel or festive Christmas clothing as they worked to stay warm. There were even members that sang and played instruments
during their shifts providing entertainment for the shoppers and most likely increasing donations.

The Money Museum at the Kansas City Federal Reserve was the destination for the Girard High School FBLA chapter's second quarter field
trip. After touring the Money Museum, they traveled to Crown Center for lunch and ice skating.


